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DETERMINE FORMAT FOR RESULTING (TV 
GUIDE) DATABASE AND 
LIST ALL FIELDS IN ALL INPUT 
DATABASES (E.G., FROM LIVE STREAM 
MATERIAL AND AVAIL. RECORDED 
MATERIAL DATABASES) 
501 



SCAN ALL INPUT DATABASES ON THE 
"START TIME" FIELD IN A PARTICULAR 
ORDER (E.G., ASCENDING OR 
DESCENDING) TO ENSURE ALL ENTRIES IN 
ALL DATABASES ARE CONSIDERED 
502 



FOR EACH DISTINCT VALUE OF THE "START 
TIME", CREATE AS MANY ENTRIES IN THE TV 

GUIDE DATABASE AS EXISTENT IN INPUT 
DATABASES. FOR FIELDS EXISTENT IN THE 
CORRESPONDING INPUT DATABASE, COPY THE 
FIELDS IN THE CORRESPONDING ONE IN THE TV 
GUIDE DATABASE. FOR THE OTHER ONES NOT 
EXISTENT, ASSIGN A PREDETERMINED "NOT 
AVAILABLE" VALUE 
503 



FIG. 5 
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PRESENT GRAPHIC REPRESENTATION OF 

TV GUIDE DATABASE (E.G., GRID WITH 
TIME SLOTS AND SOURCE IDS (CHANNEL 
NUMBERS, CONNECTOR ID'S:VCR, VHS 
CAMERA, DV CAMERA ETC) 
601 

I 

FOR THE CELLS (FIELDS) IN THE GRID 
HAVING INFO AVAILABLE IN TV GUIDE 
DATABASE, GIVE USER AN INDICATION 
THAT THERE EXISTS SOME MATERIAL 

RECORDED FOR THAT SOURCE/TIME SLOT 
AND READY TO BE EXPERIENCED 

602 



ONCE USER SELECTS A MARKED CELL, 

PROVIDE USER A LIST WITH ALL 
MATERIALS AVAILABLE THERE (E.G., ALL 
ENTRIES IN TV GUIDE DATABASE WITH 
START TIME BETWEEN START AND END 
TIME IN THAT CELL AND THE SAME 
SOURCE ID AS CELL. 
603 



RECEIVE USER SELECTION OF MATERIAL 
AND IDENTIFY APPROPRIATE STREAM 
STORED IN STEP 409 
604 



USING THE LOCATION ID, START 
APPROPRIATE RENDERING PROCESS 
USING A RENDERING DEVICE 
605 
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